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Jan Ove Ekeberg (b. 1954) lives in
Fredrikstad, journalist and till recently;
head of TV 2 Financial News, today a
full time author. Ekeberg’s debut was a
biography on former PM, Gro Harlem
Brundtland (1996). Since then Ekeberg
has written several non-fiction books,
children’s books and novels. Ekeberg
reached a large audience with his first
historical suspense series IN TIMES
OF SWORDS (2011-2013), set in the
12th century. 

His new series featuring the Viking
king Harald Hardråde, was launched in
spring 2016 to marvellous reviews. He
aims to deliver the sequels The Devil’s
Horseman and Imperial Mercenary by
2020.
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The Viking Age changed Norway forever. The first cities were founded, we
had the first written laws and with Christianity came a new way of thinking. 

Read the fascinating story about why the Viking Age, despite bloody raids, became
an age of enlightenment in Norway.
Jan Ove Ekeberg takes us on an expedition to foreign lands, with bloody battles,
looting and devastation. But he also tells about other aspects of the Vikings' lives,
and shows how the Viking Age was a rich age of enlightenment that laid the
foundation for the later nation of Norway. The Vikings brought important
knowledge home and modernized the country. The first cities grew up, we got a
uniform coinage system, the first written laws, a modern written language, and
Christianity gained a permanent foothold in our country.
This is an easy-to-read introduction to 250 years of the Norwegian Viking Age. We
hear about the first bloody attacks, about the Vikings as founders of small kingdoms
in England, Ireland, Normandy and on the islands in the North Sea, about how
Iceland was populated and about the discoveries of Greenland and America. What
enabled the Vikings to do this? And what had become of us as a country when the
Viking Age was over?
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